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3 March 2011


Attention: 	NEWTON BOAT OWNERS

Subject:	USCG Rule on Passenger Weights

Owners,

If your boat is certified to carry passengers (Subchapter T vessel) then you will be affected by the recent change in assumed average weight per person.  The final rule, published in December 2010 changes the average weight per person from 160 lbs to 185 lbs.  The rule requires new vessels to comply with the regulations starting 14 March 2011 and existing vessels must comply by 1 December 2011.  This change will require you to take another look at your stability.

The most simple solution is to reduce your number of passengers by a ratio of 160:185.  For example, if you are currently certified to carry 36 passengers then your new allowable number of passengers would be 36x(160/185) or 31 passengers.  If you carry divers then you would use a ratio of 240:265.  Since this simple method reduces your number of passengers I would guess that this is not the preferred method of updating your stability letter.

If your vessel was inclined when built or at any time after that, we can likely conduct new stability calculations based on the new assumed passenger weight and submit to the USCG to show that the vessel meets the stability guidelines.  This will also depend on any changes that have been made to the vessel since the last incline experiment.

If your vessel was delivered with a simplified stability test then we will have to take a look at the stability letter and likely perform a new simplified stability test with the added weight.

If your vessel was "sistershipped" to another vessel for certification then we will have to take a look the vessel it was "sistershipped" to and how her stability was approved.  From there we can make a plan for getting your vessel approved.

No matter which scenario your vessel falls under, we can help you get it approved for the new passenger weights with the least hassle and cost possible.  We maintain a close relationship with Newton Boats and handle this type of work for them all the time.

Please don't hesitate to call or email so we help you figure out what is required for your vessel.  Don't wait until the last minute because this process takes time and must be reviewed by the Coast Guard.

You can contact me at (o) 228.214.9966 or (m) 504.289.1678.  You may also contact me via email at snolte@mds-llc.net or by fax at 866.801.1124.



Sincerely,



Steve Nolte
Maritime Design Solutions, LLC
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